
Richard Masefield, 1st February 2021 
Statement to Town Council Planning Committee re. an ancient tree 

 
Ashford Borough Council will consider requests for a TPO order against 3 main criteria: 

1) The tree’s particular importance in terms of size, form, rarity and contribution to the 

character or appearance of a conservation area. 

2) Its significance within its surroundings and impact on the environment. 

3) Whether it is at risk or could be in the future. 

 

To take the 3rd criterion first, we know the tree, which is close to the Kiln Field boundary 

within Redrow’s ‘Western Ecological Zone’, IS at risk, from statements made at a meeting on 

15th January between members of the Town and Borough Councils and an Engineering 

Coordinator from Redrow. Also from Redrow’s Arboricultural Report of 2017, in which the 

tree is given a U categorisation, as ‘unviable’. 

 

As far as the other TPO criteria are concerned, a report on the oak by Kent Wildlife Trust’s 

Senior Land Management Advisor does confirm its importance in terms of size and form, 

suggests its rarity as a possibly very ancient tree, and its contribution to the character and 

biodiversity of the Kiln Field Reserve. Thus ticking virtually all the necessary boxes for a TPO. 

To quote from his report: ‘The surveyor is of the opinion that this tree may be a collapsed 

coppice stool… of considerable girth and therefore likely to have been of some age, exceeding 

that generally expected for its species and qualifying as an ancient tree.’ (Ancient trees being 

subject to an equivalent protection within the NPPF as veteran trees.) 

 

Again to quote from the KWT report: ‘It does support a number of features generally 

considered to be associated with veteran trees. It is widely considered that to be a veteran 

tree at least five such features should be present. The tree in the surveyor’s opinion has six 

such features… On the basis of the above, it is possible that this tree should be considered as 

probably a veteran and likely to be ancient. This would suggest that… in determining planning 

issues, the tree’s status is a material consideration for the Local Planning Authority.’ He goes 

on to categorise the oak as ‘…possibly an A3 and certainly a B3’ (both of ‘significant 

conservation value’) ‘due to its previous management and because of its situation on a 

boundary, possibly of some antiquity, and as such of local cultural significance, and… potential 

significant importance to local biodiversity.’  

 

The surveyor concludes this section of his report with: ‘This tree is of sufficient interest to be… 

brought to the attention of the Local Authority tree officer, as due to its potential age and 

local cultural significance, it may merit the issuing of a Tree Protection Order.’ 


